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Hasty Rice Seed Production in the Area of Predominant Weedy Rice in Phichit Province in 2009
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ABSTRACT
The project on hasty rice seed production in the area of predominant weedy rice in Phichit province
in 2009 was formed to provide the solution for lacking of good rice seed and weedy rice management. It was
consisted of 6 activities. The first one was group forming for seed production farmers and bringing about
buyers. The second one was training and site visit. The third one was the establishment of rice knowledge —
based center. Its main structures were setting up model plots and good agricultural practices in the area of

predominant weedy rice. These model plots compared 2 methods for planting aiming to eradicate weedy rice
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and volunteer rice. The first method was transplanting or direct seedling throwing compared with
broadcasting germinated seed together with twice applications of herbicide. Fertilizer application was
performed as recommendation obtained followed soil analysis. Members of the seed production group were
trained to investigate the occurrence of major disease and insect pests. Chemicals were applied when the
level of economic threshold was reached. Eradication of volunteer rice was performed at 3 growth stages i.e.
booting, flowering and ripening stages. Combine harvesting machine was cleaned up prior to harvest. Seeds
for the minimum of 500 kg from rice plants around the edge of plots were harvested and used to clean up the
harvesting machine. The fourth activity was the production of foundation seed to use in this project. The fifth
activity was extending the areas of rice seed production followed by field inspection and seed standardization
guarantee. The last activity was field day arrangement for promotion and evaluation of the project. There were
101 farmers from 11 villages of 7 sub-districts in 6 districts participated in this project covering the area of
1,126.7 rai. Seventy-four farmers were credited for standard quality seed producing the total of 651.4 tonne
good rice seed. The seed was sold at 8,800 — 12,000 baht/tonne. Seventy-nine percent of farmers satisfied
with the solution for weedy rice management strategies while 47% satisfaction was for knowledge and
experience in seed production. Towards the future support from the government, 74% of farmers need good
rice seed for further extension while 57% need advice from researchers under the Rice Department.
Keywords: rice seed production, weedy rice
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