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Calendar of Events

November 25-26, 2010
Thanksgiving Observed

Office Closed

December 7-10, 2010
ASTA Seed Expo, Chicago, IL

Web: amseed.com

December 24, 2010
Christmas Observed

Office Closed

It is so very easy to get caught up 
in the hum-drum mind set of  the 

oh so many Midwestern commercial 
grain farmers who choose to focus 
solely on immediate challenges and 
opportunities (many of  which are 
short-lived) evidenced only in their 
local communities. Certainly not 
all farmers fall in this category as 
many understand and operate within 
the complexities of  the global 
agricultural industry that those in 
the seed industry better understand.

Don’t get me wrong, commercial 
grain farmers certainly are affected 
by and must deal effectively with 
gnarly challenges.  Too much rain.  
Too little rain.  A penny a bushel 
better offer at COOP “A” or better 
DP pricing terms at elevator “B”.  
Local zoning restrictions and school 
tax levy’s can play havoc with farm 
and financial planning. And of  
course the costs of  inputs are too 
high - much too high!  “Seed” is a 
key input and thus those of  us in 
the seed industry are frequently 
challenged by commercial farmers.  
However, the “Seed” we produce 
and offer today is much, much more 
dynamic than what was offered even 
5 years ago.

Musings on Food and Agriculture

Article continued on page 10

Let’s take a step back and avoid 
being defensive.  Better yet, let’s work 
with our commercial farmer clients 
and friends to help them better see 
the tremendous opportunities that 
lie before them when one views the 
food and agriculture industry on a 
global basis.

Dramatic increases in food 
production, over the next 30-50 
years, will be required to satisfy 
global demand.  Human population 
growth and steady economic 
growth is expected to allow an 
increasing number of  consumers 
more discretionary purchasing power.  
Tier 1 examples include greater 
total demand for: corn, rice, 
wheat, soybean or canola as direct 
consumption grains or as edible oils.  
Tier 2 examples include increased 
preference for meat, poultry and fish 
that in turn will increase demand 
for grains as animal feed.  Tier 3 
examples include fiber crops such as 
cotton, linen and wool.

Is a commercial grain farmer 
in the mid-west likely to directly 
benefit from the desire of  a family 
in India to purchase 3 extra chickens 
or 10 pounds of  pork?  Or, an 
Egyptian family’s desire and ability 

to purchase 7 more loaves of  bread?  
Or an Alabama family’s desire and 
ability to purchase more pond raised 
catfish?  Probably not.  But might he 
not benefit indirectly? Absolutely, “yes”.

The global market place provides 
the Midwestern commercial farmer 
an un-ending number of  possibilities 
to enjoy indirect benefit. Shifting 
supplies and demands brought on 
by the natural impact of  weather, 
governmental economic and trade 
policies, changes in consumer 
demand related to preferences and 
availability as well as economic 
realities are all factors.
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   Seed Lab News by Gary Cook, Seed Lab Director • gcook@ilcrop.com

Testing cool season 
grasses for germination 

may be necessary before the 
expiration of the test date 
on the tag. This summers’ 
hot weather has resulted in 
reduced viability in some 
lots being marketed this 
fall. The temperature spike 
has resulted in more than 
25 days above 90 degrees 
and at least 60 days above 
85 degrees, much warmer 
than the past two seasons 
and interior temperatures 
of some warehouses have 
been considerable higher. 
In central Illinois and other 
parts of state small seeded 
grasses and legumes are 
not necessarily stored in 
conditioned storage units 
so the temperature and 
humidity can vary wildly. 
90 degrees plus temperature 
and high humidity’s can 
be devastating to viability 
and vigor of most small 
seeds. Therefore we would 
recommend conditioned 
storage if possible and 
retesting of seed lots for 
germination, prior to each 
marketing season.  

Cool Season 
Grass Testing

Saturated Cold Test
High Vigor

Saturated Cold Test
Low Vigor

Saturated Cold Test 

Wheat

Wheat seed has been 
in short supply due to 
low production and high 

Seed Quality

Soybean

Few samples received at 
this time but seed quality 
appears to be good. We 
are somewhat concerned 
about seed moisture being 
low, raising the specter of 
mechanical damage but only 
a small amount of injury 
noted at this time. Pod 
and Stem Blight infection 
has been very low. Early 
soybean seed have been 
smaller than normal with 
the average seed count in 
the 3200 to 3600 seeds per 
pound range.   

Corn

Corn seed quality has 
been very good at this point, 
most new crop samples 
received have been sheller 
run. I would expect to see 
a little more mechanical 
damage than a more normal 
year due to quick dry down. 
Very little disease damaged 
noted on new crop samples 
and at this point, we don’t 
have enough new crop 
conditioned to be able to 

Sunflower

Sunflower seed quality 
is a little hard to measure 
at this time. Total 
germination with dormant 
seed has been very good at 
this point but we will have 
to wait till later in season 
to determine if viable seed 
will germinate. Disease 
does not seem to be as 
much of problem this year 
as last year, Sclerotinia 
sclerotinium particles have 
not been noted at this point 
in either the conditioned or 
unconditioned samples. 

Saturated 
Cold Testing

Our lab has been running 
saturated cold tests 

on corn more frequently 
this year. As a result of  
the increased  demand for 
this test, we have upgraded  
equipment and improved 
our techniques to make the 
testing more viable in our 
seed laboratory. We would 
be happy to talk to you 
about your needs for this 
type of  testing.  

demand this fall. Most of the 
carryover has been of good 
quality except for a few 
lots that have experienced 
storage problems: heating, 
etc. New crop seed has had 
some scab/ fusarium spp. 
problems but in most cases 
fungicide treatment was 
able to help improve the 
germination of these lots.

diagnosis a trend on vigor 
of conditioned seed corn 
samples.

Carryover samples are 
running a little weak 
on average for both 
germination and vigor but 
we will know more in the 
next month.

As always, we welcome 
any comments or questions 
about seed testing and 
seed quality issues, please 
contact me at the ICIA 
office 217.359.4053.
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   Field Services News by Doug Miller, Field Services Director • dmiller@ilcrop.com

Sampling Methods for Better Representation

I                         rate this year’s approved     
conditioner visits as good to 

excellent with the potential to do 
better in the area of  sampling. During 
my travels this year someone actually 
made fun of  my seed bag probe. They 
had never seen anything other than 
a thief  probe. I believe the comment 
was “are you going to sample all the 
bags at once?” 

For official sampling a probe that 
can reach all corners of  the container 
is essential. A basic sampling 
principle is that each and every 
seed in the lot being sampled has 
an equal chance of  ending up in the 
sample. Thief  probes cannot do this. 
The same principal applies to which 
bags are sampled. Taking bags that 
are easily accessible is also contrary 
to truly representative sampling. 

Each and every bag should have an 
equal chance of  being sampled. If  it is 
impossible to adequately apply proper 
sampling techniques an alternative 
presentation of  the lot should be 
made available. In other words a 
forklift can also be an important piece 
of  sampling equipment! 

I have to admit that I have used the 
thief  probe to sample. Have you ever 
tried to get a 30 inch bag probe into a 
bag on the bottom of  a pallet? After a 
few of  these you start looking at how 
you can mount the probe on the fork 
lift for a bit more horsepower. And 
there’s always the chance that you 

will make a hole on the opposite side 
of  the bag! Those are hard to patch 
and make for some very grumpy 
warehouse managers. So while they 
are not recognized by AASCO or 
anyone who follows AOSA sampling 
procedures thief  probes do have a 
place in your sampling tool kit. You 
can overcome their limitations by 
probing multiple locations and sides 
of  a bag. It is a rare occasion when 
you should “deconstruct” a pallet to 
get to a bag on the bottom. Whenever 

possible use an appropriate probe but 
don’t bias your sample by only sampling 
bags on the top half  of  the pallet.  

One unique sampling approach 
that I came across involved a six 
foot grain probe used for sampling 
seed packaged in 50 pound units. 
The image that comes to mind is 
someone probing a bag with an 
oversized probe, akin to swatting a 
fly with a sledge hammer. But the 
concept is to remove the appropriate 
number of  bags from the lot during 
the bagging process. These selected 
bags are then emptied into a clean 
wagon or bulk container for sampling 
with a probe. While not a method 
for everyone, and not appropriate 
for all crops, it generates a good 
representative sample. If  you suspect 
heterogeneity you should not blend 
away the opportunity to keep sub-
samples separate by mixing together 
selected bags. You could also create a 
representative pallet by setting aside 
an appropriate number of  bags from 
throughout the bagging process. With 
more and more bulk seed boxes, work 
bags, and similar seed containers a 
six foot grain probe is essential. The 
bottom line is that the probe should 
be able to reach all portions of  the 
bag or container. Each and every seed 
should have an equal chance of  being 
in the sample you take to be truly 
representative.

Of  course one of  the easiest ways to 
get a good representative sample is to 
have an auto-sampler as part of  your 
seed handling equipment. An auto-
sampler, when used properly, will draw 
subsamples from throughout the lot. 

Thief Probe vs 30" Bag Probe

Have you ever tried to get 
a 30 inch bag probe into a bag 

at the bottom of a pallet?

Article continued on next page
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   Field Services News Continued...

continued from page 3 
If  the auto-sampler is set up on 
a simple “on-off ” switch to 
intermittently draw a sample it 
should be turned off  when the flow 
of  seed stops for any significant 
length of  time, such as during a break 
or other processing interruptions. If  
the sampler is left on, the apparatus 
will continually sample the same 
seed, possibly biasing your sample. 
Watching for heterogeneity also 
applies here as it is easy to let the 
equipment do its work only to find 
that the lot was not as uniform as 
it should be. If  you had monitored 
subsamples, for things like color and 
damage, you may have known where 
the transitions from good seed to 
diseased or damaged seed occurred.

As Refuge in the Bag or RIB 
products come into the market, the use 
of  an auto-sampler may not represent 
the product in its final state. It is still 
the most likely method of  sampling as 
the individual components come to the 
blending stage and during the blending 
process. A three sample approach 
makes the most sense; a sample of  the 
insect protected corn, a sample of  the 
refuge corn and a sample of  the blend. 
A true uniform blend can be sampled 
after packaging using tradition probing 
techniques. “Top of  bag” or “bottom 
of  bag” packaging approaches to RIB 
have been mentioned. This packaging 
approach may yield a sample that over 
or under represents the components 
of  the blend depending on the path 
the probe travels. Even if  the probe 
passes through the top or bottom of  
bag, the lack of  homogeneity may 
work against you. The most likely 
answer is sampling each component 
prior to blending and relying on the 

process to assure suitably packaged 
RIB. Regardless, it would be good to 
keep in mind how differing packaging 
approaches can impact sampling. 

I highly recommend the following 
seed sampling references and will 
leave you with one of  my sampling 
tenets. “Good uniform seed hides 
poor sampling technique and breeds 
lazy samplers. Be vigilant in your 
sampling or your customer will be 
the first true measure of  your seed.”

Handbook on Seed Sampling (2006) 
Published by AASCO - Association 
of  American Seed Control Officials 
h t tp ://www.seedcontro l . org/
seed_sampling_handbook.html

Seed Lot Sampling (1991) North 
Central Regional Extension Publication   
403 - http://www.ag.ndsu.edu/pubs/
plantsci/smgrains/ncr403w.htm

Our policy has always been to 
call seed corn producers whenever 
a problem was discovered by an 
inspector and document it with a daily 
report. This year daily corn inspection 
reports were used only for problems. 
Inspectors are still instructed to call 
immediately whenever a problem 
is found and follow-up with a daily 
report. But “no-problem” field reports 
were eliminated. Once a corn field was 
completed a copy of  the inspector’s 
summary of  counts, maps and notes 
(better known as the pink sheet) was 
sent to the client. This has saved time 
and expenses for IL Crop and can save 
you money and time as well. If  you 

need daily inspection reports please 
feel free to contact us. Remember 
our certification inspections for corn 
are basically a field audit. Inspectors 
visit the field a minimum of  3 to 4 
times during 5 to 95 percent silk.  
To distribute these visits across the 
pollination period, inspectors will skip 
one day between the first two visits 
and 2-3 days between subsequent 
visits. You or your field supervisors 
are out there every day managing 
your detasseling operations and 
addressing immediate problems. 

If  you need more information or 
data be sure to let us know, we are 
here to make your jobs easier and 
raise the level of  confidence in your 
product. We welcome your comments 
and suggestions. Have a safe and 
happy harvest.     

"Be vigilant in your sampling or 
your customer will be the first true 

measure of your seed"
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   IPG Lab News by John McKinney, IPG Lab Director • jmckinney@ilcrop.com

Illinois Crop Improvement has 
offered customers web-based 

access to analytical reports since 
2003.  E-mailing of  invoices has been 
an available option for customers 
since 2006.  However, these electronic 
versions, for better or worse, have been 
different formats than those received 
by clients who have chosen to receive 
these documents in print format.  Over 
the next few months, changes will be 
implemented to consolidate each of  
these documents under one format, no 
matter the means of  delivery.

Laboratory test reports will all be in 
the format currently used for the print 
versions.  With the implementation of  
the changes, the web-based versions will 
remain in the current HTML format for 
all samples that are not complete.  This 
information is provided to our clients 
to ensure that results are available at 
the earliest possible moment, but must 
be recognized as preliminary in nature 
and subject to review before the sample 
report is complete.  When the report 
is completed, the web-based version 
will allow access to the report in the 
new PDF format.  Users will be able to 
print and save copies of  these reports 
just as with any other PDF file.  Adobe 
Reader will be needed to access the files, 
though this program is ubiquitous and 
free to download if  needed.  Clients 
may still request notification by e-mail 
when new results (preliminary or final) 
are available online.  The web-based 
results represent all data currently 
entered into the system; updates are 
available to users immediately.  With 

Updates to 
Reports & Invoices

The New Look for Laboratory Test Reports Online & Print

the format change, it will be quite 
obvious when the report is complete.

The next step will be integration 
of  the PDF versions of  lab reports 
with the e-mail notification system to 
actually include the files as attachments 
for clients who desire this service.  
The e-mails will likely (this is still 
to be decided) only be batch-released 
1-3 times daily, rather than on a per 

sample basis, to limit the number of  
e-mails sent out to clients who submit 
multiple samples.

Printed versions of  invoices since 
late August have been sent using a new 
laser-printed format.  Over the next 
few months, we will update the e-mail 
version of  the invoices to this new 
format.  No online access to invoices is 
planned at this time.  
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   Puerto Rico News by Lizandro Perez, Station Manager • lperez@ilcrop.com

Greetings from 
the Caribbean 

Before getting into the farm 
updates I want to review the 

advantages that our Puerto Rico 
Winter Farm offers to the seed 
business;

•  Warm climate  (No risk of  freezing 
   temperatures)

• Rich soil and modern irrigation   
   system

• Operate under USDA and EPA 
    regulations

•  Multiple growing cycles per year

• No passport required for USA
    citizens 

•  U. S. currency

•  Experienced personnel

•  Bilingual English/Spanish community

• Certification and Phytosanitary 
    inspection services

Rainfall for the summer was 
above average but the only problem 
it caused was the delay of  field 
preparation.   Farm fields are ready 
for our main season because we 
were able to work thru the dry 
periods not loosing much time on 
land preparation. Results from 
summer crops were good in terms 
of  yields and seed quality. Related to 
pest control, a joint effort between 
seed companies in Puerto Rico is 
taking place to promote biological 
control for some of  our major insect 
problems. Natural enemies growing 
locally are being identified and 

we are in the process of  choosing 
the best method to increase 
the natural enemies populations. 
The goal is make it part of  our 
Integrate Pest management and 
lower the use of  insecticides.  This 
is a long term project but there is 
a real commitment from the seed 
companies to take advantage of  the 
biological control benefits.

Our quality management system 
is implemented. All our staff  is 
fully committed to complying with 
our Stewardship procedures for 
the benefit of  our clients. At the 
end of  September John McKinney 
(Quality Control Manager) spent 
a week at the farms for an audit, 
staff  training, and review of   our 
procedures  to make any necessary 
changes or improvements. Also 
in September, Irma Alvarado our 
Assistant Quality Manager took the 
course ISO 9001:2008 Internal Audit  
to help her on the implementation 
and maintenance of  our quality 
assurance program. On schedule to 
take the course is Joel Fernandez 
our Assistant Station Manager 
and Marcos Obando our Soybean 
Manager. With this I just want to 
show you our commitment with 

the establishment of  the Quality 
Assurance System.  

For our main season, we are 
expecting similar acreage as last 
year. One program that shows 
some growth is our soybean trait 
introgression service. Work load 
through the year is steady and the 
tendency is for growth. Since the 
implementation of  the program 
good results are seen already. On 
the corn nursery side, we are 
retraining all our personnel to 
improve the amount of  seed produced 
and to make sure we are using the 
right techniques to prevent any 
contamination. Another area showing 
growth is our sorghum nurseries 
and generation advance of  spring 
wheat. Both have obtained excellent 
results on previous plantings. We 
are expecting the same acreage for 
peanuts and sunflowers. 

Our special projects are increasing.  
These are projects that are different 
from what we offer in our price 
book. Please dicuss your special 
project needs with our IL CROP 
management team to make sure is 
within our capabilities. Thank you 
for your attention and I hope to see you 
in sunny Puerto Rico this winter.

Have You Reserved 
Winter Farm Space Yet?

Reservations are now being taken for our Winter 
Farm.  For more information on how you can 
participate in this program and to access a pdf  
copy of  our current Price List & Services booklet, 
please visit www.ilcrop.com and click on "Forms" 
in the "Information Center" box.

 
ILl inois 

Crop 
                Improvement       Association, Inc. 

Puerto Rico 
Winter Farm

Price List & Services
2010-201 1
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First, I would like 
to thank Richard 

Denhart for influencing 
me to become involved 
with this group and the 
associations it has yielded.  I 
would also like to recognize 
current and past board 
members for remaining 
steadfast as “watch dogs” 
and promoters of  our 
industry. When board 
meetings are held, there are 
always other responsibilities 
and obligations that are 
sacrificed. Our members 
are loyal and should 
be acknowledged for 
stepping up to the plate 
with legislative fund 
donations and annual 
dues. This participation is 

Illinois Seed Trade Association 
"What Do They Do?"

what provides the “behind 
the scenes” services 
for one of  our state’s 
important industries. 
Because agriculture is your 
most important industry it 
is vital for our association 
to continue.  Throughout 
the current economic 
downturn, agriculture has 
remained an anchor 
industry for Illinois and 
its citizens. It adds to the 
excitement when your 
products are in demand 
and you are not just the 
reason for grain surplus 
and government payments.  

Stewardship of  the land 
and the production of  seed 
for our food supply has 
never been more important 

than right now.  We have 
become accustomed to 
some very good seed yields 
in the past several years.  
It appears this crop year 
will yield some challenges 
on seed corn supply, 
but soybean seed yields 
appear to be more normal.  
Seed size appears to be 
exceptionally small which 
will cause challenges in 
packaging for soybean seed.   
Defining a normal crop 
year appears most difficult.  
The boom and bust of  
wheat seed will continue to 
keep our members excited 
as they make last minute 
adjustments and decisions 
for the planting season.  
Consolidation will continue 
to keep the business 
vigorous and rewarding for 
those agile members who 
continue to create new ideas 

Illinois Seed Trade News by Ron White, ISTA President • ron.white@precisionsoya.com

Position Name Company

President Ron White Precision Soya of Central Illinois, LLC

Vice President Dave Tierney Monsanto Company

Secretary Dennis Brown Brown Seed Enterprises, Inc.

Treasurer Phil Laymon MBS Genetics, LLC

Past President & Director Tom Newman Wyffels Hybrids, Inc.

Director Rodney Irvin Champaign County Seed Company

Director Doug Swartz Beck's Hybrids

Lobbyist Michael McCreery

Executive Secretary-Treasurer Richard Denhart

2010-2011 Board of Directors

and deliver great products.    
Illinois Seed Trade and 

American Seed Trade 
Association have combined 
efforts on several projects 
and communicate regularly 
when seed issues become 
known to either association.  
Our connections to 
Washington, DC and 
Springfield, Illinois are 
paramount in the recent 
political environment and 
remain important to our 
industry’s future. When 
issues affect our industry 
we will deliver the message 
and warnings you need 
to navigate the minefield.  
Richard Denhart and your 
ISTA board are available 
for issues you see develop 
in your area or in other 
states that may be coming 
to Illinois.  

Have a safe harvest!
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 Other News by Doug Miller, Field Services Director • dmiller@ilcrop.com

In early 2009 it became 
apparent that some US states 

had conflicting regulations that 
could affect how seed count is 
regulated. Departments of  Weights 
and Measures  reference the 4th 
Edition National Institute of  
Standards and Technology (NIST) 
Handbook 133 (Table 2-7), which 
stipulates a blanket maximum 
allowed variation (MAV) of  1.5% 
for all products packaged by count. 
Seed regulatory programs reference 
the Association of  Official Seed 
Analysts (AOSA) Rules for Testing 
Seeds’, Section 12 Mechanical Seed 
Count, which includes species specific 
tolerances (a.k.a. MAV): 2% for corn, 
3% for wheat, 4% for soybeans and 5% 
for field beans.   

In response to having two possible 
standards for seed count, the American 
Seed Trade Association (ASTA) 
petitioned the National Conference on 

Weights and Measures (NCWM) to 
amend NIST Handbook 133 to adopt 
the AOSA procedures and maximum  
acceptable variances for seed  count.  
The petition was supported by 
a broad coalition of  industry 
stakeholders such as; AOSA, Society 
of  Commercial Seed Technologists, 
Independant Professional Seed 
Assoc., National Corn Growers
Assoc., Iowa State Soybean Assoc., 
American Farm Bureau Federation, 
and the National Association of  
State Departments of  Agriculture.  
The petition was successful and 
the procedure will be included 
in the NIST Handbook 133, 
which will be published in 2011.  
Requirements for Seed law labeling 

have not been changed by NIST's 
adoption of  the AOSA procedure.  
The result of  this process is the 
standardization of  methods for 
regulating seed counts of  corn, 

No Changes in Seed Count Regulation 

PRODUCT DEVELOPMENT

• Winter Farms

• Research Services

• Consulting

QUALITY CONTROL

• Seed Quality

• Grain Analysis

• Field Services

Illinois Crop Improvement Association, Inc.
Services for Seed, Grain, Food and Biofuel

www.ilcrop.com

GLOBAL
RESOURCES

CUSTOM
SOLUTIONS

soybean, wheat, and dry bean.  
Regardless of  whether seed count is 
verified by a seed regulatory official 
or a weights and measures official the 
same procedure and tolerances will 
be applied.  Standardization benefits 
both the seed industry and the farmer. 
The seed industry benefits by having 
a consistent and fair standard of  
regulation for seed sales by count. The 
farmer benefits by buiying varieties 
based on performance, not by how 
many seeds per pound.
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   Breaking News

Honoring An Era 
Publication Announcement

Honoring An Era is scheduled 
for publication by IL Crop in 

the coming months.  Sponsorship 
opportunities are available.  Gold 
and Silver Sponsorship levels are 
$500 and $100-$499 respectively.  
Sponsors will be provided a 
numbered copy of  the book.

Prepublication purchases of  
Honoring An Era may be made 
for $10.00 plus $3.00 shipping if  
required.  Prepublication purchased 
copies will be numbered.  Following 
publication the book price will 
increase to $15.00 plus $3.00 
shipping.
To learn more about sponsorship 
opportunities and to make 
prepublication purchases please 
call us at 217.359.4053, send a fax 
request to 217.359.4075, or e-mail 
ilcrop@ilcrop.com.

This book, according to author 
Jim Shearl, will not rehash the 
important achievements of  the 
first 50 years of  the Illinois Crop 
Improvement Association instead, 
HONORING AN ERA talks about 

THE PEOPLE.  The Illinois seed 
industry was, and is, a family based 
industry including people that have 
worked together as neighbors and 
competitors to make seed produced 
in Illinois meaningful.  This book 
remembers them, the ICIA staff, 
and many University of  Illinois 
professors and allied organizations 
that helped ICIA excel.

The years from 1973-1997 were 
such a special time.  It saw the 
PEAK of  public certified seed acres 
in Illinois and the GREATEST 
YEARS OF THE FAMILY SEED 
COMPANIES.

The book will recount four GAME 
CHANGERS for ICIA:

•  THE ADVENT OF PRIVATE   
    NON-CERTIFIED VARIETIES

•  THE BOLD STEPS INTO 
   THE SEED SERVICE ERA

•  THE DAWN OF OECD 
   CERTIFICATION IN ILLINOIS

•  THE ARRIVAL OF BIOTECH-   
    NOLOGY MODIFIED SEED

Game changers are events or 
circumstances that can cause 
a marked decrease or increase in 
a business compared to current 
operations.

It is said that history often 
repeats itself; as such, it not only 
tells us where we have been but 
points to where we might be going.  
For those reasons, it is important 
to slow down once in a while and 
spend a little time reflecting back 
on the people, time and events 
that have made an era in Illinois 
agricultural history 1973-1997.  
Shearl served as the manager of  
Illinois Crop Improvement for 18 
years during this period. 

by Dennis Thompson, IL Crop CEO • dthompson@ilcrop.com
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IL Crop News Continued....

CEO Update
Musings on Food and Agriculture
(continued from page 1)

Getting the desired commodity produced and 
delivered to a desired location, at a specified time and 
at a price that is acceptable to all is the big challenge. 
However, with this challenge comes opportunity.
As one challenge is successfully accomplished downstream 
challenges will be created and other opportunities will 
open up for others.  Agriculture is a cascading affair. One 
can benefit anywhere down the line - at least indirectly.

The inputs (fertilizers, machinery and crop protection 
products) used in agriculture as well as markets (little 
elevators sell upstream to bigger elevators or processors) 
and transportation (rail lines, river and ocean freight) 
that are made available “locally” to the commercial grain 
producer are national and global in their scope too. 
Commercial agriculture is a Global Industry and we’re all 
part of  it and should be proud of  the fact!

Online Forms
www.ilcrop.com

If  you are not familiar with our on-line request forms 
and printable forms, be sure to visit our website and 

click on "Forms" found in the "Information Center" 
box.  A list of  available forms is provided below.

Online Forms
• OECD Tag Order Form
• OECD Certificate Order Form
• AOSCA Tag Order Form

PDF Files (Fill In & Submit)
• Request to Add, Delete, or Change 
   a Variety to the OECD List of  Cultivars
• Corn Inbred Eligibility & Characteristics Form
• Bulk Transfer of  Seed Pending Certification Form

PDF Files (Printable Forms)
• Electronic Results and Invoice Sign-Up
• Variety Description Statement of  Origin (Soybeans)
• Quality Assurance Statement of  Origin(Soybeans)
• Variety Description Statement of  Origin (Wheat)
• Quality Assurance Statement of  Origin(Wheat)
• Variety Description Statement of  Origin (Oats)
• Quality Assurance Statement of  Origin(Oats)
• Sample Submission Form - Seed Lab
• Sample Submission Form - IPG Lab
• Application for Certification: Corn or Sunflower
• Application for Certification: Soybean, Small Grains       
  or Legume
• Puerto Rico Winter Farm Forms

Visit us at ASTA 2010  Be sure to stop by our trade 
show display at the ASTA Seed Expo being held December 
7-9, 2010.  Our booth (#539/541) is a great place to meet 
some of  your analysts and management team members.  
For a more private meeting, feel free to schedule a visit 
with us in our meeting suite located at the back of  the 
Expo Hall (#12).  Just contact our office at 217.359.4053 
to arrange.  The Expo Hall opens Tuesday evening at 
5:00pm and closes Thursday evening at 5:00pm.  Hope to 
see you there!  

Changes to Seed Lab 5lb Sample Bags
We have recently decided to not print testing information on our 5lb 

sample bags.  From here on out when you request these bags they will 

come to you plain white.  We are sorry for any inconvenience this may 

cause.  For a quick label, try printing our Seed Lab Sample Submission 

form (found on our website) and attaching it to your bag.  Please contact 

at our office at 217.359.4053 with any questions.  

Due Date for Invoices
Please pay close attention to your 

due date to avoid any finance charges.  

As an added convenience, you may 

always pay your invoice(s) with a 

Visa or MasterCard by calling our 

office 217.359.4053.
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Have you signed up to receive your results and/or invoices electronically?  
No more waiting to get your results in the mail.  You can receive up to the minute notifications that your samples have been received, 

results are ready, and an invoice has been created.  Just fill out this form and mail, fax, or e-mail it back to our office.
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